‘Lost on

By BRENT HALLENBECK
Stalf Writer
COOPERSTOWN —

"H™ he Ryerson family plot sits in
! front of a hillside at Lakewood
- Lemetery in Cooperstown,
averlooking the tree-lined shore and
deep April-cold waters of Otsego
Lake.

Emily Ryerson is buried there, with
her children John, Susan, fmily and
Arthur Jr. -

Behind their grave markers, up five
mogs-covered steps in the shadow of a
large, stone Celtic eross, is a marker
dedicated to Fmily Ryerson’s hus-
band and the father of her children.
The engraved words are understated,
buf speak loudly.

It loving memory of Arthar Ryerson
of Ringwood, Otsege County, New
York — Eldest son of Joseph Turner
fyerson of Chicago and Ellen Larned,
hig wile — Born January 12, 1851 —
Logt on 5.8, Titanie April 15, 1912 giv-
ing his lite for others.

e tale behind that 6-by-3-foot hox-
izontal slab of stone tells of a wealthy
family returning to America for the
funeral of a family member, only to
tose another in the worst sea disaster
of its time. I’s a largely forgotten part
of o memorable story, a generation-
defining mement that began 86 vears
ago this month and continues to rip-
ple through history.
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The sivnng of the ‘Titanie, which
eladmed 1,522 of ifs 2,227 passengers
and crew, has been told iy countless
books and movies. Another film is in’
produetion. A splashy Broadway mu-
sical opened last weelk, And an o¥-
bibit of itemes culled from the ship's
wreckage is on display in Memphis.

The story has followed the spine of
fe 20th centuory, and has entwined
rions of a prominent Otsego
iy, .
talways in the back-
o the fime §wag a baby,”
id Arthur Clarke, 70, whose mother,
fnily Byarson Cla rke, survived the
Pitaaie, “Ustill find it fascinating.”
Logan, is less fasei-

sister, Anne T
od, but s going lo New York City
with her hrother today to see the
Broadiwoy show,

“Tdon’t know what they can still
vallt about,” said Logan, 73. “The ship
wenl. down, there's no doubt about
fhat.”

“all the tales told of the Titanic
iking an iceberg off the coast of
Mewionndland, none (old the full
wy of the Ryersons, Noue, that is,
a distanl velative, Phyllis Rye-

rse, spent two years researching fam-
ily accounts and newspaper slories
for a 1990 article in “The Official
Journal of the Titanic Histopiea] Boci-
ety Inc.,” which is on file at the New -
York State Historieal Association in
Cooperstown,

Arthur L, Ryerson, 61, was a suc-
cessful lawyer whose father founded
the Joseph T. Ryerson Steel Co. in
Chicago. Arthur owned homes in
Chicago, Haverford, Pa..and on Ot-
sego Lake, That home, Ringwood,
held many fond memories for Rye-
rson, his wife and their children, who
swam in the water and played in the
woods near the summer vacalion resi- .
dence and farm in Springfield Center,

The Ryersons and three of their
children — Susan, 21, also called
Suzetle; Brily, 18; and John, 13, also
known as Jack — left in February
1912 for a-vacation in I'rance. They
took Jaclk’s governess, Grace Scott
Bowen of Cooperstown, and Mrs, Rye-
rson’s personal French maid, Vietor-
ine Chaudanson.

They left behind two children —
Ellen, 17, linishing her last year al a
school for girls in Maryland, and Act-
hurJr, 20, a student at Yale Univer-
sity, his father's alma mater,

Arthur Jr. spent Easter weelkend
near Philadelphia with a collepe
friend, John Lewis Hoffian. Hoffman
was driving with Byerson on 4 dirt
road at about 5 p.m, April 8 when he
pulled out to pass another vehicle,

The front wheel ofhis car hit
rock, veered into a ditel and erashed
into a telephone pole, sending hoth
wen flying over the hood, Hoffman's
head struck {he pole. Arthur Ryerson
was thrown against a fence post.

They were taken to Bryn Mawr Hos-
pital, where Hoffman was pronounced
dead at 7:45 p.m, Ryerson died at 11
p.m.

Al uncle sent a cable to France,
lelling Arthur and Ewily Ryerson
that their son was dead. The family
made plans to take the next ship to
America for the fuperal in Phi-
ladelphia on April 19,

That next ship was the Titanic,
leaving on its maiden voyage. The
Ryersons would head from Cher-
hourg, France toward New York City
on April 10.

The Titanic was an engineering
marvel of the industrial age. The larg-
est moving object created by man at
the time, the ship was almost 900 feel
long and billed by its owner, the
White Star Line, as u.nsinkable.,

Arthur Ryerson, wearing a black
armband and dark elothes, and his
grieving Tamily spent much of their
time in their rooms and little time no-
Licing the splendors of the ship. Other
first-class passengers suelh as multi-
millionaire John Jacol Astor enjoyed
the ship’s orchestra, a squash court,
swimming pool and a dining room
that served roast turkey, lamb, roast
duckling, plum pudding and French
lee eream. _

The Titanic was well into its jour-
aey April 13 when Capt. B.J. Smith re-
ceived a wire from a steamer report-
ing icebergs 250 miles abead, Smith
sliowed the report to J. Bruce Tsmay,
managing director of the White Star
Line.

The Titanic held jts course.

At about 11:40 b, April 14, fhe
ship’s lookout reported an iceberg
dead ahead. He signated the bridge,
and the ship slowly sWung to nort he-

fore seraping against (he side ofs
the iceherg ;

Lmily Byerson woke in her
cabin and noticed the ship’s en-
gines had stopoad,

she got up and spoke to a ship
steward who said there was talk
of an iceberg ahead,

Soon alter midnight, she gaw
passengers hurrying on the prom-
enade deel, i

A passenger told her the cap-
tain was ordering everyone to (he
lifeboats.

Mes. Wyerson ran to walke Jack's
governess, Bowen, who was shar-

ing a room with Suzelte. Mys.
Kyerson went back (o rouse her
bushand, then Emily and Jacl.

Finally she woke her maid, and’
the group went to the promenade
deck to await instructions,

They stood in the cold for half
an hour before being ordered at
about 1 am. April 15 to join the
olher passengers on the lifehoat
deck.

They. saw [he supposedly un-
sinkable liner listing to port and
dipping down at the bow, Life-
hoats were being loaded. Distress
roclkets were shotl into the air.

Arthur Ryerson talked the situ-
ption over with Astor, the fabu-

lougly wealthy entrepreneur;
Johm B. Thayer, vice president of
the Pennsylvania Railroad; and
George D. Widener, heir to a
sireefear fortune.

A ragtime band was still play-
ing in the ship’s ballroom,

The Titanic was listing so badly
that fthe lifehoal the Ryersons
were (o lake had 1o be hooked o
bring it back toward the ship,
wen-wouldi't be allowed in un-
Gl they helped women and chil-
dren first. Astor helped his preg-
nant wife, then Ryerson helped

his family.

The Daily Srar, Oneonta, New Yo

Manday, April 28, 1997

Phato cou rtesy of Anne Lm_,'n;s
Mrs.  Ermily Ryerson, widow
of Arthur Ryerson 5r.
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The ship’s conienis
-~ chairs, pianes,
tons of food, chon-
defiers, o car ... 14
frunks filled with the
Ryersons’ possessions
— tumbled forword
with o huge crash,
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His two iau shters, Bmily and
sunette, kissed and hugged Him.
Victorine Chandanson suggested
he take her place,

“IOT died,” she asked, “who
would moura?” ship’s officer
helped her onto the lifeboat.

The officer told Jack he
contdn't Jre on, buf at the urging
of the boy's Father — who had lost
nis only other son less han a

week ago — the officer relenied’

and let Jack on hoard.

Avthur kissed his wife and
helped ber on the lifeboal, which
was lowered into the cold North
Atlantic,

As her boal veached the water,
5. Hyerson noticed the deck
she had just been on was tilting
2% feet from the waler. The bow
was sinking and the sea was fill-
with chairs, doors and any-

could throw overboard fo help
them Hoat.

Those in the lifeboat watched
the stern of the Titanie rise from
the wai’ﬂr sl ;mdin.g the ship al-
wiost straight up, The ship's con-
ety - lmlu, pianes, tons of
fvod, chandeliers, a car pur-
ehos od by o passenger, 16 trunks
led with the Ryersons’ posses-

fi
sions - huwbled forward with a

s

e oragh,
& "hip nppoax'ml to split,
imk 13,000 feet to the ocean
. Mo 0110 knows how Arthur
varson diad.

Viclorine ("heu]dmlsm:l looked
al ber wateh, 16 was 2:20 aam. Ap-
il 16,

Somecne on the Ryersons' life-
poat velled for everyone lo pull
oi the oars, or else the boat
would be sucked down with the
giant liner. Kveryone rowed,
partly to get out of danger, partly
o stay wari,

Mrs, Ryerson heavd cries for
hieip from the davk, 28-degree wa-

he hal il l(,d llld)oat was
hack to rescue five men,
two of whont died despite the ef-
forts of the women in the lifehoat
who cubbed their arms and legs.

AN

the remaining passengers.

Bome in the lifehoat slept while
waiting for help. Others bhailed
cold sea waler that numbed their
feat. )

Bmily Ryerson hought of her
hushand, a good swimmer and
good smlm who had told her be-
fore they parted that he would
meel them in New York City.

The san rose and bathed (he
huge icebergs in cool pink light.
it was & am when the rescue
ship, the Carpathia, came inio
view,

Emily Ryerson and her family

were taken on beard. She

watched as the last of the life-
boats was emptied,

She scanned a passing L.hlp the

Californian, but saw no sign of
her husband. She was being led
from the deck when she col-
lapsed.- .in o lounge chair, ex-
hausted.

The Carpathia stopped for a
brief memorial at the site where
the Titanic went down, then
headed to New York.

Like Mrs. Ryerson, most of the
women on the Carpathia were
now widows,

Relatives of the Ryersons
waited at the White Star Line of-
fice on Broadway to find out who
survived.

Papers in Philadelphia, near

the family home in Haverford,

initially reported all the Rye-
rsons were safe, but Jater indi-
cated Arthur and Jack Ryerson
may be lost.

Arthur and Emily’s daughter,
Ellen, was among tens of thou-
sands waiting as the Carpathia
arrived in New York the night of
April 18, She was relieved {o see
young Tack get off the ship, but
saw no signs of her father.

The Ryerson children, circa 1901,

o i
" of Anne Logan.

T‘lmtu coiu(f“sy of Anne ] W

Lelt to right: Arthur Jr.,

Emily, Ellen, Suzette um} Jock
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The Philadelphia papers ro-
ported the demise of a dozen pas-
sengers worth a total of $169 mii-
lion. Astor way valued at $1950
million, Ryerson, $5 million,

A headline in the April 19 edi-
tion of the Philadelphia Evening
Bulletin sald “Dyerson Waved
farewell to Wife — Vietim of -
tanic- Wreek Saw Loved Ones Safe
i Lifebeat and. Sank To Wie
Death.”

“Standing sl the rail of the
main deek of the ili-fafed '
tanie,” the story reported, “Ast-
hur Ryerson waved eneourage-
ment to his wife as the lifeboat in
which she and her three children
had been placed with his assis-
tance glided away from the
doomed ship. A few minutes laler
Mr. Ryerson met death in the ey
water infe which the. crushed
ship plunged... The widow and
children now mourn a double
logs.”

Another story told how the fam.
iy arrived in New York, only to
brepare for the funeral of Arthur
Jr )

“Upon leaving. the Carpathia,
Mrs. Ryerson was almost oo ex-
hausted and weak to tell of her
experiences. With her were son
Jack and her two daughiers, Misg
Emily and Miss Susan Ryerson.

The young women were ovep.
come with grief as they walked
up from the dock, and the lad
who had witnessed such sites of
lorror and tragedy clung fo hisg
mother’s hand, wide eyed and
sorrowful.”

Mrs. Ryerson awoke in her Mew
York hotel room two days later to
her name in the HeWs R e
8he had told another passenger
that Ismay, the White Star Line
official who svrvived the mishayp,
had said officials on board knew
teebergs were alead and they
planned to speed through rather
thas slow down,

She was asked: to testify at a
senate hearing 'across the street
at the Waldorf-Astoria to deter-
wmine if Ismay was negligent.

Doctors determined she was too
exhausted fo testify, and. Ismay
was never formally declared re-
sponsible for the accident.

Doectors also felt Wrs. Ryerson
was too exhausted to attend her
son’s delayed funeral, hut she
and the family went to the ser
vice April 22 in Philadelphia.

There was only one casket, but
the minister spoke as if {lere
were two, )

Arthur Jr’s body was brought
to Cooperstown. His casket was
drawn through town on a farm

wagon by a pair of horses- from-

the Ringwood estate. Farm em-
ployees acted"as bearers as Art-
hur Jr. hecame the fivst Ryerson
laid to rest at Lakewood Ceme-
tery.

Arthur Clarke and Anne Logan
said thelr mother, Emily Ryerson
Clarke, rarely spoke of the i
fanie, ' :

1t was too traumatic to think of
her father’s last moments.

“(Arthur Ryerson Sr) put them
all in the lifeboat and went hack
to stand by the rail,” said Logan,
who lives in Cooperstown, “That’s
the last mother saw of him. 1
asked mother if she saw him at
the rail and she said, 'No, it wag
too dark.’

“They tried to keep warm (in
the lifeboat) by rowing, It got
darker and darker and when the
ship went down it was very quiet,
Nobody talled nuch,”

As‘Togan got older, she left the
Titanic behind. She and her late
hushand, John, raised a child,

Anne Togan spent 20 years
working as a technician at Bas-
selt Hospital and also ran a shop
in Cooperstown, the Tourist Trap.

tfor her, the Titanic is a dusty
part of the past, “It sort of blew
far away,” she said.

S e
Photo conrtesy of Anne Logan
Arthur Ryerson Jr., sh ortly
before his death,

“(Arthur Ryerson Sr.)
put them all in the
lifeboat and went
back to stand by the
rail,” said Anne Lo-
gan of Cooperstown.
“That's the last

mother saw of him.”

Arthur Clarke has had a full
life also.

He and his.late wife, Roganna,
raised’ two childven, and he
worked al a meat-packing firm in

- Chicago before returning to Ot

sego Lake Lo run the Otsego Golf
Club in Springfield Center, where
hie still lives, )

He's had a full life, but it stiil
has room for the Titanic,

e appreciates the continuing
altention toward an event that
was not enly significant for his
tamily but for his family’s genera-
tion,

Conlidence was high in 1019,
The successes of the industrial
revolution left wan. thinking ev-

“erything he created was better,
“slronger and faster than what had

beén crealed before, The sinking
of the Titanic changed that.

“I think it will always be one of
those haunting things of the 20th
century,” Clarke said, “It’s going
to be looked gpon with the First
World War and other things that
signaled the end of the Vietorian
innocence,”

The strvivors of the Titanic
algo went on to live full lives.

Victorine Chaudansoen, the fam-
ily's maid, married Henry Perk-
ins, the Ryerson’s driver, less
than two months after the Titanic
sanik,

They raised a family and lived
in New York City, She died in
1662 al age 86, and was buried in
Broomall, Pa.

Grace Scofl Bowen, the itye-
rsons’ governess, was principal of
the St Christina School of the
Susan Fenimore Cooper Tounda-
tion and later headed the Latin
department at the Knox School
for Girls in Cooperstown.

She died of a cerebral hem-
morhage in Cooperstown in 1045
at age 78, and was buried in
Lakewood Cemelery.



The Ryersons who were on the
Titanic eventually came to Lake-
wood Cemetery to rejoin Arthur
dr, whose death set in motien the
dramatic course of the family’s
history,

nuzette Ryerson was o bacleri-
ologist al an Army hospital in
France during World War i, and
while on leave met and latey mar-
ried Lt George Patterson.

she died of ether pneumonis
during an appendectemy in 1921,
at age 30.

Tnily Borie Ryerson, Arthur
Ryerson Sr.'s widow, worked with
future President Herbert Hoover
as head of the American hund for
French Wounded-and the Society
for Tatherless Children during
World War 1. She established a
scholarship at Vale University in
memory of Arthur Jr.

In 1927 she married Forgythe
Sherfesee, a financial adviser to
the Chinese government, and they
built a home on {he French
Riviera.

she died of a heart altack at
age 76 in 1939, while vacationing
with Sherfesee in Uruguay.

Her daughter, Bmily, married
Geovge Iyde Clarke in 191% andd
lived at Hyde Hall until their
1532 divoree,

Their soven children included
Arthur Clarke, Anne Logan - and
Susan  Parker, a Women's  Air
Force Serviee Pilob (WAS ) who
was killed in a erash in 1944 and
is buried with the family af Lake-
wood Cemetery, -

Bmily mairied Steplien Beach
Cooke of Cooperstown in 1032
and died at age 66 in 1960

dack Ryerson was an avid
golfer who was in “Ripley's Be-
lieve It Or Not!” fap having
played more than 1,000 courses.

- In the early '60s he deaded the
Ringwood estate of 98 rooms anel
37 acres Lo the Episeopal Church,
and the Ryerson summer home ig
now known as Beaver (rosg Tipis-
copal Conference Center,

Jack maried Jane Morris in
the 1950s and died at age 87 in
1986,

He was the family’s last remain-
ing surviver of the Titanic,

Behind all those gravestones
overlooking Ctsego Lake, a cold
stone tablet is all that remains to
remember  Arthuy Hyerson &r,
who sank to the botlom of the
cold North Atlantic 85 Years ugo,

The memorial 1o Arthyr Ryerson Sr. in

Cooperstown’s Lakewood cea

Star phote by Jult

metery.
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